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Thursday, November 1st, 2018, 15:00-17:30 (Doors open 14:30)
The National Art Center, Tokyo 3F Auditorium Admission: free of charge. No reservation required.
Japanese-English simultaneous interpretation available.
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Program |
< Keynote Speech #1: “l want to touch people with my art”
-The recent growth and development of the Van Gogh Museum
Axel Ruger (Director, Van Gogh Museum)
< Keynote Speech #2: “Art Museums in Our Time “
Neal Benezra (Director, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art)
<> Panel Discussion: Axel Riuger (Director, Van Gogh Museum)

Neal Benezra (Director, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art)
Adrian Dénszelmann (Managing Director, Van Gogh Museum)
Tsukasa Kodera (Professor, Faculty of Letters, Osaka University)
Yutaka Mino (Director, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art)
Tamotsu Aoki (Director General, The National Art Center, Tokyo)

Profile of Keynote speakers |
4 Axel Riiger | Director, Van Gogh Museum

Axel Ruger was born in 1968 in Dortmund. After his study in Berlin, Cambridge and Kingston (Canada) and his curatorial
careers in several museums in the U.S., he became a curator of the National Gallery, London in 1999 and the Director of
the Van Gogh Museum in 2006. Since then he has developed the museum into one of the leading museums in the world
by means of his renovations and projects.
€ Neal Benezra | Helen and Charles Schwab Director, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

Neal Benezra has been Director of SFMOMA since 2002. He spearheaded a museum expansion and reopened
successfully in 2016. He had previously served as deputy director and curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at the
Art Institute of Chicago. He holds a Ph.D. in the History of Art from Stanford University.

“Art museums are graveyards, dying, or should be scrapped.” — A long time has passed
since those phrases have been spread by words of mouth. Now it is time for us to
reconsider what art museums should be in this new age.

We hope this symposium could be a good opportunity to discuss this theme freely in various
aspects, based on the fundamental question of “What art museums in Japan should be?”

We are looking forward to your attendance.

Tamotsu Aoki

The National Art Center, Tokyo, Director General
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